
In my quest to become as fully informed as possible about each of the four presidential 
candidates’ positions on all issues, I found the following websites useful. I hope you will 
find them as informative as I did.   

 2016 Presidential Candidate Positions on 70 issues 
http//2016election.procon.org/view.source-summary-chart.php 

 Candidate Comparison of Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/political-issues 

 Candidate Comparison of Gary Johnson and Jill Stein 
http://presidential-candidates.insidegov.com/compare/39-44/Gary-Johnson-vs-

Jill-Stein 
  To find out how you match up politically with all four candidates, take the test found at 

https://www.politicalcompass.org 
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On August 6 the Notice Act took effect, requiring hospitals to inform patients if they 
are “under observation,” but not formally admitted to the hospital as inpatients. Medicare 
patients under observation do not qualify for Medicare’s limited nursing home coverage 
and, therefore, incur significant out-of-pocket costs. 

Many patients were unaware of their outpatient status while under “observation” and 
believed Medicare would cover their short term treatment in a nursing home. The new 
law, however, requires hospitals to notify and explain patients’ status and coverage so 
they are not presented with unexpected medical bills. 

“The Notice Act is an important step in helping patients understand the limitations of 
their coverage,” said Joseph Peters, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer of the Alliance for Retired 
Americans, “but we must continue to fight for expanded Medicare coverage so        
Americans are not saddled with large medical bills.” 

Medicare currently covers up to 100 days of nursing home care, which averages 
$92,000 per year. In order to qualify for Medicare’s nursing home care, a patient must  
first spend three consecutive days as a hospital inpatient. 
Source:  retiredamericans.org, Friday Alert 

 

New Medicare Law 

Protect public education, access to 
healthcare, labor rights and fairness for 

working families. 
Give to Vote-Cope. 

 

Maintain Your NYSUT Membership 

Make sure to act now to ensure continuation of your NYSUT membership. You can     
accomplish this in one of two ways: 

 If your local offers retiree membership, you must continue membership within your 
local. Check with your local to see what, if any, retiree membership requirements are 
in place. Compliance with your local’s retiree membership requirements is a pre-
requisite for prepaid retiree membership in NYSUT and the American Federation of 
Teachers (one of NYSUT’s national affiliates). 

 If your local does not provide some form of retiree membership, you will continue as 
an at-large retiree member of NYSUT through the Retiree Council in your region. To 
ensure continuation of NYSUT membership, check with your local to see if there are 
any requirements for retiree membership and make sure that the local reports your 
retirement and changes your member code to “3.”  Again, this will afford you     
membership in your geographic retiree council and NYSUT along with the AFT. 

http://2016election.procon.org/view.source-summary-chart.php
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/political-issues/
http://presidential-candidates.insidegov.com/compare/39-44/Gary-Johnson-vs-Jill-Stein
http://presidential-candidates.insidegov.com/compare/39-44/Gary-Johnson-vs-Jill-Stein
https://www.politicalcompass.org/
http://click.actionnetwork.org/mpss/c/5wA/ni0YAA/t.1zo/1bnhfYv2THyDCwSovBhM0g/h4/o3hKGjP2lyKkChtzXOzYGVc8kdzQCH8C2BDBfGxIF3DQXd1fVvmupHfhaLDJ76xBqfTQYb72cp8A9Y44RSiZk2hlMf4ZW21Qqig4tDqvyc4cyJ66-2FQ9W-2FkNNdU3x5nLwsWoQPnZamwiH7dyi1zJ4dUJTZ7gdAS1-2BJ1GtCLQBajDj
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Paul Baker 1925-2016 

Paul R. Baker passed away on May 15, 2016. He was 
a respected and well-loved public school teacher and   
administrator, tree grower, and activist for peace and   
justice. 

Born in Ypsilanti, Michigan, in 1925, Paul's working 
life began very young when he helped his great-
grandparents on their farm. At 14 he worked as a janitor 
at a Congregational Church in Reed City, ushering nights 
at the local theater and working full-time at a railroad tie 
treatment plant during the summer. At 16 he worked full-
time with the local Coca-Cola distributing plant, working 
afternoons till midnight and on Saturdays. Paul enlisted in 
the US Marine Corps at age 18 and was decorated for  
flying missions in the Pacific and in 1945 received      
meritorious commendations for acts of bravery during 
combat, including the landing of his fighter plane when 
the pilot was hit. 

After the war, Paul entered Michigan State College 
under the GI Bill, completing a degree in education while 
working as a welder in stove and auto factories at night. 
Paul also became an organizer for the United Auto  
Workers while working and attending college. 

In 1951, he began teaching elementary school in   
Inkster, Michigan, where he continued his union and   
civil rights activity, helping to organize teachers' locals 
and a regional human relations council. Every summer he 
worked a second job as a spot welder and assembler in 
the Ford Motor Wayne and River Rouge plants. In 1959, 
he earned his Master's Degree at Wayne State University 
in Detroit and continued graduate studies at the           
University of Michigan. 

After 13 years of teaching, he became one of the first 
elementary school counselors in the state of Indiana, and 
taught Counselor Education at Indiana University where 
he did graduate work in counseling psychology. 

In 1966 Paul was invited to direct the Consortium 
School, an innovative New York education program that      
partnered several colleges and the Utica City School   
District. At the end of the program, Paul moved to work 
with the NYS Education Department as a planner and  

 

Retiree Council 8 meets on the second Tuesday of every month from September to June 
at 10 a.m. at the NYSUT Regional Office, Ellinwood Court, New Hartford.  All are  
welcome to attend so please join us on any or all of the following dates:  September 13; 
October 11; November 8; December 13; January 10, 2017; February 14; March 14;  
April 11; May 9; and June 13. 

 

Please Join Us 

consultant to upstate school districts, initiating innovative 
projects, and taught counseling at Colgate University. 
Next he worked as an independent contractor for HUD 
(the Federal Housing Project), helping people deeply in 
debt to keep their homes. He finished his career as a   
Special Education teacher in Utica until his retirement in 
1991. 

First and foremost a worker, in retirement Paul 
poured his considerable energies into turning 2 1/2 acres 
of undeveloped land into an orchard oasis of apple, pear 
and other fruit trees. His Ford pickup was a familiar sight 
to Clinton friends and neighbors, always heavily piled 
with daily loads of compost that he shoveled by hand  
onto his land.  

He also took time to work with local community    
organizations including the NYSUT Retiree Council 8; 
Kirkland Democrats; the League of Women's Voters; the 
Central New York Peace Council; the NAACP, which 
honored him in 2014 for lifetime achievements; and many 
union groups. 

Always a champion of the lives and rights of working 
people, Paul early developed a strong appreciation for the 
contributions and cultures of our nation's immigrants and 
minorities. He had a special love of jazz and was an     
accomplished swimmer and diver. His deft two-step made 
us all smile. 

Paul was preceded in death by his wife, Carmela, and 
survived by his partner of 25 years, Doreen Markson;  
sister, Jayne Haas; children, Paula Baker, Angela Baker 
Phillips, Marcus Baker, and Aaron Baker; stepchildren, 
Deb and Dave Markson; grandchildren, Nicholas and  
Alecia Phillips, Melina and Lukas Baker Moe, Aaron  
Jordan Wireman Baker, Natalia and Matteo Vitullo 
Baker; and great-grandchildren, Isis and Asher White 
Phillips. 

Checks in his honor may be made payable to: UU 
Church of Utica, 10 Higby Road., Utica, NY 13501, and 
write "Project Up & Out," a program that lends a hand up 
to working class families, on the memo line.  

 

 Published in The Observer-Dispatch on May 22, 2016 

The Bakery, Confectionery,  Tobacco Workers and Grain Millers International 
Union (BCTGM), which represents nearly 4,000 members at Mondelez International, 
maker of Nabisco snack products, has escalated its efforts to promote the “Check the 
Label” campaign in response to the layoff of the first 277 workers at the Southside 
Nabisco Chicago Bakery. 

The union is encouraging American consumers to reject Nabisco products made 
in Mexico and instead, buy those that are produced in America in support of       
American jobs.   

Use this handy guide to CHECK THE LABEL before buying. For up-to-date   
information on the CONSUMER BOYCOTT of Mexican-made Nabisco snacks, go to 
bctgm.org/portfolio-item/nabisco-mondelez-consumer-boycott/ 

 

Source: http://www.bctgm.org 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/marines/?personid=180067430&affiliateID=2351
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-michigan/?personid=180067430&affiliateID=2351
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/indiana-university/?personid=180067430&affiliateID=2351
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Fall Luncheon, Thursday, October 13 

 

2016-2017 Participation Fee 

IMPORTANT:  Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/
Herkimer/Madison BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit Valley, Stockbridge Valley, Utica, 
VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro do not have to send $5 since the participation fee is contributed 
via retiree dues by your chapter. Rome Retirees may add the participation fee to their RTA local dues.                   
ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS; 
please fill out the form below. 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Retiree School District:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  _______________________________________ Phone_________________________________ 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” 
AND MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC 8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

RESERVATION FORM 
 

Please send this form and your check for $20, made payable to Retiree Council 8, to the following address:   
Marie Duink, NYSUT Regional Office, Retiree Council 8, 7 Ellinwood Court, New Hartford, NY 13413, by 
Thursday, October 6. 
 
 
 
Name______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
District Retired From_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail_________________________________________Phone_______________________________________ 
 
 
 

 AQUA VINO 
16 Harbor Lock Road  

Utica, NY 13502  
Directions are available at aquavinorestaurant.com 

 
Cost—$20 

Tax and Tip included 
 

MENU 
Antipasto Station 

 Pasta station with 2 sauces—vodka and marinara 
Wrap station—roast beef, turkey and chicken/greens 

Dessert 
Coffee or Tea  

 

 

 
AGENDA 

 
11:00  Registration 
 
11:30  Welcome by Kenneth Drake, President 
           Retiree Council 8 
 
12:00  Lunch 
 
 1:00   Speaker:  Sonia Basko,  NYSUT 
           Special Projects’ Coordinator 
 
 1:30   Closing 
 
   




